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TELETHON TYPE 1 DIABETES FAMILY CENTRE 
Statement by Member for Balcatta  

MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [12.55 pm]: I would like to inform the house of a wonderful facility in the 
suburb of Stirling that provides support for children, and families of children, with type 1 diabetes. The 
Telethon Type 1 Diabetes Family Centre is an innovative facility that was completed in July last year and it is 
the first of its kind in Australia. I was at the official opening of the centre and it was evident that its construction 
was a result of the input of the Western Australian state government, Lotterywest, the City of Stirling, various 
businesses and companies such as BGC, and compassionate individuals. 

Congratulations and acknowledgement must be given to Rebecca Johnson, chief executive officer of the centre, 
for her commitment and dedication. Rebecca’s motivation and enthusiasm is inspiring. 

The Telethon Type 1 Diabetes Family Centre supports children and families to face the challenge of 
type 1 diabetes with confidence. It is proudly supported by Telethon and Lotterywest. The centre is situated next 
to Osborne Park Hospital on a site provided by the Western Australian government. It is a friendly community-
based care facility that provides integrated clinical and psychological care and houses support activities in 
education and information. 

On 5 February 2015, I attended a sponsors’ function at the centre—a very well-attended event that proudly 
demonstrated the compassionate commitment of many people. 

Life is complex for a family with type 1 diabetes, which is genetic and incurable, and is generally diagnosed in 
children and leaves the person dependent on injected insulin for life. It is not associated with being overweight or 
eating too much sugar. Only opened in July 2015, the centre has already helped countless families learn to cope 
with the challenges of physical and emotional wellness. The centre is a unique and great facility. 
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